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tolerable accuracy with respect to the facts. Unfortunately our author pos- 
sesses neither of these desirable qualities. He frankly admits that he has 
made no first-hand researches, but depends upon the observation, for his own 
enlightenment, of the results of the studies of the great scholars of Europe upon 
the subject. So open and honest a declaration calls for our admiration and 
would not detract from the usefulness of the work, provided that the writer 
has succeeded in making a wise selection of the results of other men's inves- 
tigations. It is enough to say that Mr. Fiske seems to have confined his 
studies to the works of one great scholar, the French savant Ernest Renan, 
and he is almost a slavish copyist. The chronology, the criticism, the religious 
point of view, the historical judgment are all those of Renan, with the excep- 
tion that where the Frenchman moves cautiously and speaks tentatively, our 
writer shows no hesitation, no doubt, removes every "perhaps" and "proba- 
bly," and states the wildest and most improbable hypotheses of the brilliant 
Frenchman as absolute and unquestioned results of research. He does not 
seem to know that Renan is the weakest of scholars in the historical criticism 
of the Old Testament ; he does not seem to know that no one accepts 
Renan's theory of Israelitish religion. We could excuse this, if there was 
any warmth of sympathy or glow of appreciation for the history of this people 
and their literature, such as appears, for example, in the pages of our author's 
model. Renan was lacking in many things, but he did appreciate great 
achievements in history, and knew how to sympathize with the aspirations of 
the Hebrew people. In view of these facts it is not necessary to say that 
the book totally fails to accomplish the purpose the writer has in view. 
Reasonable views of the Old Testament will not be advanced by a work of 
this sort. It is just such books that drive men into the extremes of tradi- 
tionalism. Biblical criticism may well plead in respect to this writer, " Save 
me from my friends." G. S. G. 



LITERARY NOTES. 

The Gospel of Buddha is a new edition of the compend by Dr. Paul 
Carus, of the stories, teachings, fables, and creeds that Buddhism has pro- 
duced in the course of its history. One can only repeat what was remarked 
before in the review of the first edition of this book in the Biblical World, 
that it is a pity such an opportunity to make a good book on this subject was 
lost. Chicago : Open Court Publishing Co. Price, $i. 

From Fleming H. Revell Company (Chicago) comes the Chart of the 
Public Life of Christ, by C. J. Kephart (price 75 cents). This chart is based 
in the quadripaschal arrangement and indicates by circles, lines, and colors 
all of the important events of the gospels in their connection as well as the 
places of their occurrence. The chart is of that convenient size which allows 
its use either on the table or wall, and will prove a help to any student. It is 
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bound up with an "Outline of the Saviour's Public Life, with Scripture Refer- 
ences" which has the virtue of not attempting to settle definitely unanswer- 
able questions of chronology and harmony. 
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